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74 New Australian Scholarships for Provincial Lao Students  

Australia’s Ambassador to the Lao PDR, John Williams, today announced scholarships for 74 Lao 

high school graduates from disadvantaged regions to study at the National University of Laos.  

These students will join over 200 others already pursuing undergraduate degrees under the Laos 

Australia National Scholarships Program.  

Speaking at an awards ceremony for the successful students, Williams said the Scholarship 

Program, now in its fourth year, was an important part of Australia’s support for the Lao PDR’s 

human resource development goals, and a valuable experience for the students. 

“Australia is delighted to be able to help young, talented Lao students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds to gain the knowledge, skills and qualifications they need to build rewarding and 

productive careers,” Williams said. 

“These fortunate 74, including 38 young women, were selected from hundreds of high-achieving 

applicants keen to pursue careers in education, business, agriculture or the environment – all areas 

vital for the Lao PDR’s economic development.” 

The Ambassador was joined at the awards ceremony by Professor Dr Somsy Gnophanxay, Vice 

President of the National University of Laos. 

Every year, Australia offers scholarships for around seventy students from provincial areas.  The 

award covers tuition fees, a monthly stipend, home travel, extra tuition, and other university costs.  

Williams said he believed support for education, the major component of Australia’s AUD$60 

million (around LAK 416 billion) annual aid program in the Lao PDR, was the most effective way 

Australia could support the Lao PDR’s development needs. 

This education assistance includes the 70 Laos Australia National Scholarships and around 50 

Australia Awards Scholarships for study in Australia each year, as well as major programs designed 

to improve access to, and the quality of, basic education.  

Williams said the Australian Government was considering an increase in the number of in-Laos 

scholarships, and possibly extending the program to other Lao universities. 

Media Enquiries: Mingngakham Pangnasak, Senior Media and Communications Officer, Phone: 021 353 

800 ext. 125, Mob: 020 2223 8299 

 


